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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All eommumcationf 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

REGARDING THE JOURNAL 

Dear Editor: I want to compliment the Journal on the excellent illustrated 
article by Nancy E. Cadmus on "Some Hospital Devices and Procedures." It 
was as good as a two hour class and demonstration in a good training school 
for us older private duty nurses and I think it must have been appreciated by 
many. The excellent pictures were so well reproduced and the ideas therein 
contained could not fail to be helpful, even to nurses now studying in well- 
appointed hospitals. 

I quite agree with Miss Cadmus in the wisdom of preventing the odor of 
burning rubber in a hospital by the simple device of sterilizing the articles in a 
wire basket. The device is a prize. Hoping for more such articles from other 
hospital nurses in the future, 
Michigan. M. F. S. 

COMMENTS ON MRS. METCALF'S LETTER 



Dear Editor: I have just been reading "To the training school graduates 
of 1916." I, as well as many other nurses, do not practice in the town in which 
I took my training and I would like to suggest that other alumnae associations 
do as mine has done. A non-resident member pays $10 for a life membership. 
Often it is difficult to keep annual dues paid in an association whose meetings 
one does not attend. As nurses are becoming better organized, more stress is 
being placed on the alumnae associations and there should be some way to keep 
a non-resident in touch with her alumnae. 
North Dakota. E. E. S. 

II 

Dear Editor: In the April Journal, in a letter to "the graduates of 1916," 
the statement is made, "In order to become a member of the Red Cross Society, 
one must be a member in good standing of some organization affiliated with the 
American Nurses' Association." I wish to suggest that an explanation be made 
to the graduates of 1916 that an enrolled Red Cross nurse must be a member 
of such an organization, but any citizen of the United States, "of good moral 
character," may become a member of the Red Cross Society by the payment of 
annual dues of 91. Again and again the question is asked, "What is the dif- 
ference?" I have found that the majority of pupil nurses to whom I have talked 
about the Red Cross, are glad to become members of the society and to wear the 
little badge. They are always interested in the magazine which is included in 
the membership dues and surely it helps much to promote in our training schools 
the spirit of "humanity-neutrality." In addition, each nurse wearing the 
little badge is helping spread the gospel of our wonderful, national Red Cross. 
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Now that we have our long-wished-for history of the Red Cross, were I the super- 
intendent of a training school, the "graduates of 1916" would be requested to 
read Miss Boardman's book, Under the Red Cross Flag at Home and Abroad. 
Missouri. P. W. 

TRAINING IN ANAESTHESIA 

Dear Editor: There is opportunity for one or two graduate nurses to special- 
ize in anaesthesia at the Forsyth Dental Infirmary for Children, three days a 
week, Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. At the present time there 
is a growing demand for nurses in private practice to act as anaesthetists, many 
prominent surgeons of New York, Rochester and Cleveland as well as some here 
in Boston have their own nurse attend to this phase of their work, and anyone 
interested would have a good opportunity to take up the work at the above in- 
stitution and would have the opportunity to work under a specialist in anaes- 
thesia in the Surgical Department. There is no salary connected with the 
appointment. 
140 The Fenway, Boston. Harold DeW. Cross, D.M.D. 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION 

Dear Editor: Apropos of your recent editorial on "Caution in Seeking 
New Fields," may I say something of the advantage to nurses of membership 
in the W. C. T. U. especially as an introduction in strange places? It intro- 
duces them at once to pleasant and often influential friends, who may be of 
exceeding value if anything unpleasant occurs. This is particularly true of the 
public health and private nurse. I was once greatly helped by my W. C. T. U. 
friends in establishing an independent practice when necessarily away from the 
registry of my own school — Bellevue, New York. 

Even greater is the advantage that will come from association with these 
earnest women, with their wide and diversified lines of work. It will widen 
our vision and prevent our getting "shoppy," so immersed in our work that 
we know almost nothing outside, a danger which is very real unless we cultivate 
a hobby. We need outside interests and there are none more elevated and ab- 
sorbing than those of the W. C. T. U., which is really another branch of health 
work. 

Some may feel that they cannot take the pledge of the organization because 
they may have to administer liquors, but there is nothing in the pledge to forbid 
this. It reads: 

"I hereby solemnly promise, God helping me, to abstain from all distilled, 
fermented and malt liquors, including wine, beer and cider, and to employ all 
proper means to discourage the use of and traffic in the same." 

There is nothing in this to prevent the giving of alcoholic liquors on the 
order of a physician whom we are in honor bound to obey, and disobedience to 
whom would be a very improper way of "discouraging the use." 

Having signed the pledge makes it easy for nurses to refuse the often kindly 
urged "stimulant," without offense. We may be laughed at as "straight-laced" 
but we will be respected and trusted all the more. 

In striving to abolish the use of narcotic poisons the W. C. T. U. is engaged 
in a very important line of preventive health work, which is endorsed by the 



